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I. md, not ourſelves, but Chrift Jſus the 
| E and ou, ſelves Hour ſervants for Juen 
1 


7 HOEVER examines, with candour and ſeriouſneſs, 
the life and writings of this fingle Apoſtle, can 
want no other proof of the Goſpel Diſpenſation ; but muſt 
find himſelf, not only lng, but altogether perſuaded, to 
be a Chriſtian, So ſtrong was his prejudice of education 
in favour of the Jewiſh Law and Ceremonies, and fo ex- 
Feeding mad his perſecuting ſpirit, againſt all that called on 
the name of Chriſt ; that when we ſee the fincere inſtances 
of his conviction, his unconquerable reſolution to ſupport, - 
and unexampled pains. to preach and propagate the very 
faith, which once he deſtreyed, we cannot but join with the 
Churches of Judea, fo glorify God in bim; we muſt be ſen- 

fible, and with pleaſure declare, this _ the Lord's doing, 
and it is marvellous in our eyes. By His directions then and 
A 2 faith 
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| preach Ourſelves, but. Chrift Feſus the Lord. 


ßartern, may not only 25% that! are: without, be 
I Huth rde way F truth; but We, who proſeſs ourſclves 
the MilBecs "of Obriſt, and de of the Myſteries of 
"Gol, may co perfectly l rarn our duty, and regulate our 


condukt! that by taking 125 beed"anch our fobuts an our 
une, is he enjoins us, We may attain his moſt em- 
"Fircible' arti, e pen eee e eee 
: Bear us.” PRA; M235 R917 26 


IN purſuance of this © opinion, I hve elected this palſy 


above, as wotthy öf our confſtant'imitation; and not impro- 
pet for the preſent Solemnity. In my ids We eee 


of which words, I beg leave to conſider, r 
Fi RST. The intended purity of our National Church 
in this particular reſpect, that we her OOO do- nat 


SECO, — The juſtice, with which we . cal 
on rſelves the real Servants of out Country for Feſus ſake. 
Fist then, — If Religion, was of Civil inſtitution, 


and of no other von ſequente to People, than to promote 


order and ſociety, ds a mere art of Government; it might 


gag & reaſonably be ſo contrived and modelled, as beſt to 


ſoit the fituation, political ſtate, and temporal circumſtances, 


with which it was eohneRed. The ſubtil and enterpriſingy 
with pretended myſter ies, and fallacious doctrines, might 
blind the eyes of the ſimple and. ãgnorant; might, by work- 


ing on their hopes and fears, make the people yew unto hs, 


2 thertint Jo 10 m— h 


* wot © 
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+ Bury ſince the objeQs of our ſeuſes W aloud. to 
aus the Being:9f:41Godz/and/our, yowers Gabe fue. 
entiy prove, that the Soul; endowed. with thought and re- 

flection, carnot die and moul er in the grave. like inert 
matter; but muſt remain with all its conſeiouſnefz, to be. 
diſpoſrd of by the: great Creator, from whom ,we received 
ite and ſinee mortoyer,: beſidestheſe, Naturah lights, and 

arguments, it has pleaſed the Almighty to inform our un- 
derſtanding, by the Revelation of his Will, and Command- 
ments, to bleſs mankind with the miſſion ang, benefits, of 
his Son from Heaven, and thereby 10) lay. before ws ſuch 

rules of faith and practice, as he has promiſed;/ſhall entitle 
vs to everlaſting life and happineſs: —— With all this evi- 
dence and infallible certainty,, if there be any, that change 

Religion and the truub f God into g ly and for the ſake 
''6f worldly-advantage;/ and murims off State, [handle big holy. 

word deceitfully'; theſe muſt furedy..be>. Preoehyys of them- 
Bur thanks be; toi God, Duro Church has dong ago 
' thrown off this yoke of bondage, and broke/looſe from the 
fetters of ſuperſtition and religious tyranay ;;. ſetting the 
eonſcience of ĩts members free | frat; burdens and terrors 
they were not able to bear ; and, rejecting ordinances of 
faith and worſhip of man's artful invention. has at length 

brought us out of Romiſn Captiyity into the clear light. of 
the Goſpel; into the perfect lau i liberty.o „ 

J WIT what joy and exultation muſt all view the Hop 
|  Pineſs of theſe our days, who turn over with duc attention 
the 
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not made 9 81 to 1 80 Fear the Boh deu 
are: | net locked up. From 1 the reading and free | examination of 
the. people, nor the key of | ' mercy and eternal life declared, 

or en to be confined in the bands of any 


defpotity | der Princes $ that rule with rods of iron ; 
but every one re, in, quiet and ſecurity, 1 under tis own vine 
and his ou | fig-tree; ud  ſpother 7 in autboriq ſport th 1 5 goods, 
nor publick e, doth him violence ; ; his poſſeſſions and 


10 „nor vn 


1 Y 3 Da 


ra, great. or mall, be enjoys unmoleſted, and wher 


be goes down. tg the grave in x peace, he has, what i; is thought 
one of the gr 70 75 of h buman comforts, the free privilege 
of leaving bis os ſtance to. his, babes, 1 1 
Oos religious tenets are not framed, nor our do Arines 
employed, to inculcate flayiſh notions of Abirrary-Power, 
with its train of deſtruttive. evils ;. nor would any member 
of gur Body Poluick more fi acerely, than the Gracious 
Head of it, diſcountenance and abhor them. We are not 
authoriſed | to  wreſt, 1 the e Pages to any private inter- 
pretation as men -pleaſers; ; but as faithful miniſters and diſ- 
penſers. of God's Holy Ward and undoubted Sacraments, 


Wo are 2 9 nge £ by! the expreſs commilſic on of our ONE, 
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Bur ſeeing- now, we. . 10 5 un ag Nes 
and of the inewledge of e Son of God, unto @ perſeti man 
unto: the meaſure of  the' ature of the fulneſe o Cori, it 
would moſt evidently be ſaperfiuous, nay-inj to the 
5 preſent 
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preſent ci of our faith, to 


8 A Gonfſecration | 


dinary aſfiſtagces of the ſpirit, and 0 tiply 
the Sacred Volumes; to the rendering, the Word of Life 
extremely difficult, , if not A'S to be — 

2 — 


have we --roccived down the body of Holy Writ,..that we 


may ſay with certainty, If any refuſe to bear the Prophets 
and Apoſtles, . neither would they, beheve, though one roſe frum 
the dead; and ihat whoever aſſume at this day, theſe. im- 
mediate Illuminations and Influences, are mere Preachers ef 


| 0 and do err, aut * erge- nor an 1 


Non 5 een — Miniſtry les alem all 1 
Preachers of tbemſelves, if any there be, as may affect curi- 
ous and perplexing queſtions, which: edify nothing, but only 
tend to form a Sec, and unſettle the principles of ſcrupu- 
cluded, as treſpaſſers of. their commiſſion, ſnould any in- 
dulge a ſportive fancy, and in flowery elegance, or pointed. 


rhetorick, ſtudy to amuſe and gain the applauſe of the giddy. 


and light-minded, with airy criticiſms, buſy politicks, or. 
ſuch-like miſcellaneous eſſays. For we are not ſent forth, 
by the terms and purpoſe of our charge, to contend in excel-, 
lency of ſpeech, or of man's wiſdom, but to declare and ex- 
plain the teſtimany of. God ; and for this ſelf ſame cauſe we, 
are admoniſhed, at our entrance on the -Prieſtly Office, 
+ how —— we ought to be in reading and learning the 
8 Scrip- N 


= *< KA 


Prad pon 29) #158. 0 
or te. e — 


bende seh Bu, the Lenaine letter _—_—_— mean 
ing of the original Scriptures; the only rule of faith We 
profeſs, and the only guide of liſe we Yecomimiend, to a 

tber -Chriftians preſur HH the Woe” 
weighty points of Salvation,” #'preach oturſehves, that is, ou ür 
own conceits and fanciful interpretations, but cin ” Gp" 
—_ and — _ Oe word and yore of Chriſt 
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— — — Which — and . 
ſerves this purity, may well demand the publiek ſuppott 
and eſtimation: and it might be hoped 100, that the Order 
of Men, et apart for the conſtant and ut of 
it, -ſhould. deſerve ſome ſhare of reſpect and reverence; and 
kl in ſuch proportion, as we may ſeem, under my 
_ - x cox Head propoſed, To be the real ſervants of 
er et-. 0206 % chigen an >: 
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3» i: 124 Givens Sowa). 
A we: es. draw our points of dofrine and 
: toles of faith, from the living ſpring of Inſpired Writings; 
ſp in like manner do we adopt, or admit, no other Orders 
of Miniſters, nor other forms of Church- Government, than 

what thoſe very Seriptures ſoggeſt ; and what the Holy 
Leaders of our Salvation appointed and uſed, as proper and 
neceſſary, for the purpoſes of duly inſtructing and well ma- 
naging every Chriftian community, in their ſpiritual affairs 
and intereſts. Nor does it ſeem eaſy, nor perhaps poſſible, 
to deviſe a better method than our own, far the direction 
and continuance of a National Religion, throughout ſo nu- 
merous a people. No greater care can well be taken, than 
our Church demands, in ſetting Shepherds over the Flock 
of Chriſt ; no ſcheme of diſcipline can be formed more ſuit- 
able, for the encouragement of our induſtry, and obligation 
to our duty, than the Apoſtolical ſubordination of our Bi- 
ſhops, Prieſts, and Deacons ; who are all required to acquit 
themſelves well, in a previous State of probation, propor- 
tioned reſpeQively to their enſuing truſt ; and, as that in- 
creaſes, muſt "ſtrengthen their promiſes and engagements, 
before God and man, until they take upon them, (when 
thus honoured by his Majeſty's gracious favour and config 
dence) the moſt weighty charge, and moſt ſaered conditions 
pf this day's Solemnity : a charge, that no man, I am firm 
ly perſuaded, of religion or conſcience, ever enters upon, 
without a pious reſolution of duly per forming it; and con- 
ditions, ſo expreſſive and binding, as none, but men of 

publick zeal, we may charitably believe, will lay themſelves 
: | under; 


under f 28 * but weh of eminent bilit 


geſt and execute. qr Zatvil oft riot dns To 2 ur 
Fox ler i not be ſuppoſed, * — FOI 
has been long planted in our land, and cheriſhed, by pabliek 


and private, — into fruitful maturity, thatthere- 
fore it has nothing to fear: Happy for ourſelves and 
country, were ao in ſuab @ caſe; yea, with, certainty might 
we pronounce. ourſelves 4 bleſſed. people, would all deſerve 
and embrace the ineſtimable benefit, f buving . the: Lord 
for their God ! But we cannot be ignorant, Brethren, that 
blinanefs in part is happened to our. Nation. The pleaſures 
of ſenſe, and the allurements of gain, have ſo pervorted the 
minds of many, that ſeeing tbey will not perceive; and bear- 
ing they will not under tand. The calls of religion to tem- 
perance and plety, become firſt inconvenient, and then eaſily 
grow incredible, In ſhort, from varinus baneful:, cauſes, | 
hut eſpecially tho ſhameful neglect of Publick-Worſkips 
hardneſs of heart, and contempt of the divine uurd and cm. 
mandment, have talten deep root,-and extended their malip- 
ann drehen en eee ws ecking the . 
of as Fres of Life. Ao 141 boss 
Ornuns there are too;- Vbo affecting * and 1. 
patient of controul, would ſubvert the Diſeipline and Orco- 
nomy of or National Church; and, by giving & lboſt to their 
immoderate notions of Civil and Religious Liberty, would, 
L fear, reduce all back again to the lawleſs State of Nature: 
un ol n age nen ones 


| Now, if Reaſon, 1 Ke l a 
joint authority enough ta; chenden mankind. of AN thing, 


riſticks of our aun, Country would probably worn, by, oe 


ing abuſed, to our greateſt miſchiefs. ;ay5,24 10 2vnf 


and Example, .can 10 


this myſt, be an; ackne el ien, 
of eontradiction; that rigbreonſueſi exelteth 4 Nation, but 


An is u reproach,ta any people. — And from whom may the 


Publick expect, the care and direction of this moſt weighty 


point, of is honour and proſperity, but from the Regular 
| Miniſters of its Religion? To whom are the individuals, 


employed in various and neceſſary purſuits, to apply them- 
ſelves for inſtruction and advice, in caſes of faith and morals in 
this life, and in ſettling their hopes and difficulties conern- | 
ing the next, but to the Teachers of thoſe. Scriptures, 

wherein theſe grand truths are contained? For hereunto are 
we purpoſely appointed, to preach. the Guſpel to the poor, to. 
heal the broken-hearted, to preach. deliverance to the captives. 
of fin, and recouering of fight to ſuch as are blind, with error 
and ignorance;, fa. ſet at liberty them that are bruiſed, with: 


| the galling bonds of Superſtition or Enthuſiaſm; in ſhort, 


to explain and enforce man's duty towards God and Society; 


| thereby. promoting, Gs much as lieth. in Fe their. t An 


peace and eternal ſalvation. 


Ax will any one deny the name 1 Fervjens, to. „ theſe 
employments? Or ſhall we not rather ſeem, in the ſtricteſt 
ſenſe, the real and neceflary Servants of our Country, if, * 
by the faithful diſcharge of our truſt, and by the happy 

ſucceſs of our labours, we may prove the inſtruments of 
2 awarding 


— Jun 2c 758. 15 
Audbog use diſpleaſure, and bringing down "upon it, the 
bleflings of heaven. lic Tioro7y 1 03 bots ds g 
No are we without good reaſon. to belleve, chat the 
Rites and Ceremonies, obſerved" in our worſhip and uſage 
of our Church, have a diſtinguiſhed place in the divine fa- 
vour and àpprobation, as well as a ſingular propriety and 
convenience for a Chriſtian People. And theſe are performs. 
ed for the equal benefit of poor and rich, by our due 
attendance and miniſtration; Alt have opem acceſs, and fre- 
quent exhortation, to the uſe of our Sacraments ; all have 
the offices of Marriage, Viſitation in ſiekneſs, Burial, 
and the reſt, without refuſal or diſtinction. 80 that al- 
though, at the Lord "hath ordained we, who: preach the 
Goſpel, do live of the Goſpet; yet nevertheleſs, no well 
wiſher to publick quiet and private virtue, no friend of Re- 
ligion, nor ſerious examiner of our profeſſion, 1 rob ws 
of this boaſting, that we are truly and literally, the Servants 
of our Country for Jeſus" ſake and this aſſuranee we have, 
that they, who in theſe wy JE "Fw are * of 
God, and approved of men. 
Bor whatever may be the A es dr onility; dalex in 

general from our Order of Miniſters, eonſidered as a Body; 
it muſt appear to be principally derived, from the Paſtoral 
Office and care, of our Biſhops, who are the Head of it. 
Their paternal zeal continually watches over their reſpect- 
ive flocks, and the inferior Shepherds intruſted to feed 
them : their high authority commands our diligence, re- 
pulates c our method, * corrects our miſtakes: their Com- 
8 miſſion 


ih 3; 1 A Conſorwien Ser a A 

miſſion and Aae no leſs than che dianſhip, of the 

Chriſtian Religion, and the Engliſh Church; which the yare. 

to ſupport and adarn by their learning and pi piety 3 ha by 

22 the. ſame to faithful men, who may be able te fo reach 
hers alſo, are wiſely appointed. to preſerve the faith \ we 


worry pure and undefiled, and to hand it Led to our 


poſterity from generation. to generation, 


'Faus, I hope, the two chief points of 605 tert are A 
ficiently proved ; namely that we, the miniſters" of the 
Church of England, do not in any ſenſe conſiſtently with 
our profeſſion) preach ourſelves, but Chriſt Jeſus the Lord: and 


that we are the Servants of the community for Jeſus ale. | 
From the former of which an. inference offers ; — — tha at 


ſince it has pleaſed the Divine Goodneſs, to let the glorious 
Light of the Goſpel ſhine. upon aur land in. its brighteſt 
perfection, every inhabitant of it ſhould receive the bleſſi ing, 
with. adoration and chanlcfulneſs; ſhould. lay, afide diſſfenti- 
ons, that are founded only on trifles; and ſhould promote 
the harmony of ous. National Church, by holding the pu- 
rity of its faith and docttines, in wnity, of ſpirit, inthe bond. 


of peace; and in.righteouſneſs af life. —From the latter article, 
I would take the liberty to obſerve,. my, Brethren, as our 


truſt and buſineſs are of the: higheſt. importance, fo likewils 
ſhould aur. care and aſſiduity be exerted, with the utmoſt 
attention. and! conſcientiouſneſs. We have it in our power ; 
to. ſenve our. ſociety in the tendereſt point. of. all their con- 
 ceraments, even their preſent and eternal welfare. There- 
fare let us not Herget, in. our different ſtations, to do good and to 


4 com- 


* 


* 


: mildeſt and 4 beſt of Kings, in in living . J : 
and proſperous. Government, an. being: members of the 
moſt unerring form of Religion, in the whole world. 
Fon this muſt ſurely condace more ſucceſsfully, gh 
peace and piety of the whole people, to the making them 
happy, and ready to join their abilities, in the ſupport and 
defence of theſe exalted benefits ; 3 than by vilifying our own 
Country, and reflecting upon our times and Rulers: which : 
ſome men practiſing, with miſtaken zeal, and ſplenetick ri- 
gour, do ſpread their notions amongſt che illiterate and in- 
experienced, to the hurtful diſcouragement of ourſelves, and 
the groundleſs ridicule of our Neighbours, — If our wealth 
and plenty have increaſed our articles of ſuperfluity, and 
brought in modes of living unknown to our Anceſtors, it 
will well become us, as Religious Guides, to enſorce abun- 
dant charity in proportion to ſuch affluence, If we diſcover 
that our riches are introducing new vices and immoralities,. 
with a decay of religion and virtue; it ſeems our buſineſs, 
(inſtead of reproaching the envied effects of our domeſtick 
peace and commercial induſtry) with pains and gentleneſs to 
diſſuade the ſouls committed to aur care, from every dan- 
gerous imitation; to ſhew the reaſon and neceflity of their 
being more mindful, and not leſs, of the bountiful hand 


from whence theſe favours are heaped upon them, 


3 _f Cimfecratien Sinn, Ge. 


| In ſhort, whatever may be the .perſuaſions of ſome fem 
Cenſors, and whatever their inducements for open invectives 
againſt the commonwealth; nothing can appear more cer- 
tain to general inquirers, than that God bath not dealt ſo 
with any Nation: nor is any thing more evident, than that 
we her Prieſts and Ser uaats do then moſt faithfully preach 
Chriſt Feſus the Lord, do then beſt execute our office, and 
moſt effectually anſwer the deſign of our appointment, when 
we plainly and ſtudiouſly ſet forth ſuch doctrines, as tend Z 
moſt clearly and extenſively, to promote the duties of con- 
tentment, unanimity, and religion. ä 5 

In order to which defirable * let us of 7 has: 
Clergy eſpecially, ſet the people a good example, of humi- 
lity, obligingneſs, and ſubmiſſion to our Spiritual Govern- 
ours: remembering always, that a dutiful regard, and re- 
apectful behaviour to our Superiors; our mutual love and 
friendly aſſiſtance of one another; our regularity of life, and 
diligence in our ſeveral truſts, will be the likelieſt means of 
ſecuring to ourſelves, the eſteem and favour of men; and of 
advancing, by the ſucceſs of our *. he. gloryef our 
* which i is in Heaven. 


10 K. 
1 1 * 7 8 
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